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Wycombe  Rural  District  Council. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  1937. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WYCOMBE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

I 7,  High  Street, 

July,  1938.  High  Wycombe. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
conditions  of  the  Rural  District  for  the  year  193  7. 

It  has  been  compiled  in  accordance  with  those  sections  of  the 
Ministry  of  Llealth’s  Circular  1650,  relevant  to  the  District. 

1 wish  to  express  thanks  to  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  loyal  co-operation  and  work  during  the  year. 

I am  specially  indebted  to  Messrs.  Herring  and  Tanner  for  their 
help  in  the  preparation  of  the  report,  and  for  their  willing  co-operation 
and  services  at  all  times. 

I am. 

Your  obed  ient  servant, 

F.  H.  P.  WILLS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  O.F  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  (Part-time). 

Francis  H.  P.  Wills.  Appointed  1st  April,  1923. 

House  Tele  ph  one  No.:  Marlow  47. 

Rowland  H.  Herring.  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and 

Building  Surveyor,  No.  I District,  Wycombe. 
Appointed  I 90  I . 

Office  Telephone  No.:  High  Wycombe  1030. 
Extension  4. 

House  Telephone  No.:  Lane  End  17. 

Walter  A.  E.  Tanner.  A.R.S.I.,  No.  2 District,  Princes  Risborough. 

Appointed  192  7 

Office  Telephone  No.:  High  Wycombe  1030. 
Extension  4. 

House  Telephone  No.:  Princes  Risborough  94. 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Building  Surveyor  and 
Water  Engineer. 


John  P.  Perry.  C.R.San.I.  and  Certificated  Food  Inspector. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector.  Apo  ointed 

193!. 


Arthur  Tillotson. 
Noel  Morgan. 


A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Assistant  Sanitary  and 

Housing  Inspector.  Appointed  1935. 

M.S.I.A.,  Certificated  Inspector.  Appointed 

1936. 


Stanley  A.  Latimer.  Draughtsman. 

Miss  A.  Hole.  Clerk.  Appointed  1931. 


Housing  Architect:  Charles  H.  Wright,  F.R.l.B.A.  Appointed  1919. 
Planning  Officer:  Kenneth  O.  Male,  100,  Easton  Street,  High  Wycombe. 

Temporary  Clerk  of  Works  and  Engineering  Assistant:  Mr.  H.  A.  Oates. 
Appointed  1934. 

Clerk  of  Works,  Housing  Schemes:  John  Bowyer.  Appointed  1935. 

Foreman  Mechanic,  Cleansing  Department:  Mr.  W.  E.  Osborne. 
Appointed  1933. 


OFFICES  AND  COUNCIL  CHAMBER  OF  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL:— 

I 7,  High  Street,  High  Wycombe. 

Telephone  No.:  High  Wycombe  1030. 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  Rural  District  comprises  23  civil  parishes,  and  a total  area 
of  71,236  acres. 

The  physical  feature  of  the  greater  part  of  the  district  consists 
of  chalk  ridges,  sloping  woods  and  hilly  fields. 

The  highest  altitude  is  the  chalk  range  of  the  Chiltern  Hills,  825 
feet,  at  Coombe  Hill,  in  the  parish  of  Ellesborough. 

For  some  miles  the  River  Thames  forms  the  southern  boundary. 

I hrough  the  southern  portion  of  the  district,  too,  there  flows  the  River 
Wye,  a feeder  of  the  Thames.  It  begins  with  two  branches,  each 
having  its  source  in  the  Chiltern  Hills;  this  river  also  receives  over 
two  million  gallons  of  water  per  day  from  the  Wycombe  Borough 
Sewage  Works,  together  with  a certain  amount  of  effluent  from  the 
paper  mills. 

The  subsoil  is  principally  chalk.  The  air  is  relaxing  in  the  valleys, 
but  is  bracing  on  the  hills,  where  building  development  is  increasing. 

The  rainfall  is  small,  and  the  winters  are  remarkable  for  their 
mildness. 

The  District  is  served  by  Railways  and  motor  bus  services  traverse 
the  District  in  all  directions. 

Electric  power  and  light  is  supplied  by  the  following  companies: — 
Aylesbury  Borough  Electricity  Company; 

Wycombe  Borough  Electric  Light  and  Power  Co.,  Ltd.,  and 
The  Wessex  Electricity  Company. 

Water  mains  during  recent  years  have  been  extended  throughout 

the  area  by  the  Council  and  by  the  following  private  companies: 

Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company; 

Rural  Districts  Water  Company; 

Great  Marlow  Water  Company,  and 
Wycombe  Borough  Water  Company. 

The  social  conditions,  including  the  chief  industries,  carried  on 
in  the  district  are  varied.  The  main  sources  of  employment  consist 
of  agriculture,  manufacture  of  paper  and  millboards,  furniture  making 
and  personal  service. 
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STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres)  71.236  acres 

Registrar  General  s estimate  of  resident  population  mid 

year  1937  29,450 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1936)  acco  rdi  ng  to  rate 

books  8,973 

Rateable  Value  £117,810 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £678 


EXTRACTS  from  VITAL  STATISTICS  of  the  year. 


Total. 

Male. 

Female 

— Legitimate  

455 

226 

229 

Illegitimate  

11 

5 

6 

466 

23  1 

235 

Total. 

Male. 

Female 

; Legitimate  

10 

6 

4 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 

10  6 4 


The  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  = 1 5 .8. 

,,  „ ,,  „ ,,  England  and  Wales=14.9. 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  County  = I 4.8. 

Deaths: Males,  163.  Females,  170.  Total  = 333. 

The  Death  Rate  per  1,000  corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution 

of  the  estimated  population=l  1.3. 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  England  and  Wales=12.4. 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Wycombe  R.D.C.,  Phthisis  = 0.2 . 

,,  „ ,,  ,,  ,,  County,  Phthisis  = 0.5 . 

Th  ere  have  been  no  deaths  during  the  year  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 
and  only  one  death  from  other  Puerperal  causes. 

INFANT  Mortality. Seventeen  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one 

year. 

Legitimate.  1 3 Males.  4 Females. 

Illegitimate.  — Males.  — Females. 

A mortality  of  36.5  as  compared  with  that  of  England  and  Wales 
pf  58.0  per  1 ,000, 
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The  seventeen  deaths  were  attributab 
Congenital  Heart  Disease  ... 

Co  ngenital  Allecasis  of  lungs 
Prematurity 
Bronchitis 
Convulsions 
Hydrocephalus 
Gastric  Enteritis 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

Hernia  

Intracranial  haemorrhage 
Other  defined  diseases 


e to  the  following 


0 

1 

2 


2 
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es;  31  Females- 49. 
es;  30  Females  = 49  in 


936. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  — 18  IVIa 
as  compared  with  19  Mai 

and  21  Males;  24  Females-45  in  1935. 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  and  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  =Nii. 


TABLES  OF  DEATHS  (All  causes). 

Males.  Females. 


1. 

Ail  Causes  

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fever 

163 

170 

2. 

Measles  

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

6. 

influenza 

7 

15 

7. 

Encephalitis  lethargica  

— 

— 

8. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  

— 

— 

9. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

3 

4 

10. 

Tuberculosis,  other  diseases  

2 

— 

1 1. 

Syphilis  

— 

— 

12. 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane — tabes 

dorsalis 

1 

— 

13. 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  

18 

31 

14. 

Diabetes  

— 

4 

15. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc 

8 

10 

16. 

Heart  disease 

34 

46 

1 7. 

Aneurism  

— 

2 

18. 

Other  circulatory  diseases  

1 7 

8 

19. 

Bronchitis  

7 

6 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

6 

5 

21. 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

3 

1 

22. 

Peptic  ulcer  

4 

— 

23. 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  two  years) 

1 

— 

24. 

Appendicitis  

1 

1 

25. 

Cirrhosis  of  the  liver  

1 

— 

26. 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc 

1 

— 
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Males.  Females. 


27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 



1 

9 

28. 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  ... 

3 

2 

29. 

Puerperal  sepsis  

— 

— 

30. 

Other  puerperal  causes  

— 

1 

31. 

Congenital  debility,  premature 

births,  mal- 

formations,  etc.  

10 

4 

32. 

Senility  

3 

3 

33. 

Suicide  

2 

1 

34. 

Other  violence  

14 

7 

35. 

Other  defined  diseases  

16 

10 

36. 

Causes  ill  defined  or  unknown 

— 

— 

Special  causes  (included  in  No. 

3 5 above)  : — 

Males. 

Femal 

Smallpox  J 

Poliomyelitis  V 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Polioencephalitis 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Nursing  Arrangements. 

Hospitals,  Public  and  Voluntary 


No  developments  or  changes  have 
occurred  during  the  past  year. 

; 


Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  supplied  to  practitioners  free  of  charge 
and  can  be  obtained  from  Messrs.  R.  P.  Bristow  & Co.,  Chemists, 
Oxford  Road,  High  Wycombe.  Telephone  No.:  1 ! 1 High  Wycombe. 

The  Air  Raid  Precautions  Committee  have  been  charged  with  the 
duty  of  ensuring  the  provision  of  emergency  ambulance  facilities  in 
the  event  of  emergency,  and  by  arrangement  with  the  local  British  Red 
Cross  Society,  and  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  have  undertaken 
the  training  of  the  personnel. 


The  I nfectious  Diseases  Hospital  is  situated  at  Booker,  near  High 
Wycombe,  to  which  cases  are  removed  by  motor  ambulance  belonging 
to  the  J oint  Hospital  Board. 


The  Hospital  is  administered  by  a Joint  Hospital  Board  for 
Wycombe  and  District,  and  your  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  F.  H.  P.  Wills, 
is  the  Medical  Superintendent. 

The  Smith  Joint  Hospital,  near  Henley-on-Thames,  is  also  available 
for  the  treatment  of  infectious  cases  from  the  area  belonging  to  the 
late  Hambled  en  Rural  District. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water.  The  provision  of  an  adequate  and  wholesome  water 
supply  in  rural  communities  is  one  of  the  important  duties  of  a Rural 
District  Council,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  Council,  through 
taking  advantage  of  the  facilities  offered  by  the  Rural  3Vater  Supplies 
Act,  1934,  h as  carried  out,  during  the  past  two  years,  the  extension 
and  provision  of  piped  water  supplies  to  all  parts  of  the  district. 

Gradually  all  the  properties,  which  formerly  depended  on  rain 
water  tank  supplies,  are  being  converted  to  the  use  of  main  water, 
although  the  small  property  owners  are  restricted  somewhat  in  this 
direction  by  the  high  cost  of  connections. 

Samples  of  the  piped  water  supplies  have  been  taken  from  time  to 
time,  and  the  analyses  thereof  show  that  the  quality  of  the  water 
supplied  through  the  district  is  of  a high  standard. 

Drainage  and  Seweragef.  During  the  year  the  sewerage  scheme 
for  a portion  of  the  hamlet  of  Downley  was  completed  and  90  properties 
connected  to  the  sewers,  which  discharge  into  the  Borough’s  sewer  in 
Plomer  Hill. 

The  greater  part  of  the  scheme  of  sewerage  extension  for  Princes 
Risborough,  Shootacre  Lane,  Saunderton,  and  Monks  Risborough  was 
completed  during  the  year.  Over  1 00  properties  have  been  connected 
to  the  new  sewers  and,  in  addition,  the  new  I2in.  trunk  sewers  from 
the  disposal  works  to  Mill  Lane,  Monks  Risborough,  will  provide, 
ultimately,  for  the  reception  of  sewage  from  Whiteleaf,  Askett,  Great 
and  Little  Kimble,  and  Ellesborough. 

The  Wooburn  Valley  Scheme  is  still  under  preparation  by  the 
Councils  Consulting  Engineers,  the  ultimate  site  for  disposal  works 
being,  as  yet,  unsettled. 

The  somewhat  protracted  negotiations  with  the  various  mill  owners 
for  the  reception  and  treatment  of  trade  effluents  are  nearing  completion, 
but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  only  some  of  the  mill  owners  have  decided 
to  participate  in  the  scheme  at  present. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  The  rivers  and  streams  which  flow  through 
the  district  are  under  the  control  of  the  Thames  Conservancy,  who 
keep  a complete  record  of  every  inspection  made  by  their  officers  and 
also  of  the  analyses  of  samples. 

Rag  iFlock  Acts,  1911  and  1928.  No  rag  flock  is  manufactured 
in  the  district. 

The  bulk  of  the  flock  is  guaranteed  clean,  and  a warranty  is  given 
by  the  manufacturers  to  that  effect. 

Samples  of  Rag  Flock,  when  necessary,  are  submitted  for  analysis. 
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Closet  Accommodation.  As  in  past  years,  advantage  has  been 
taken  of  the  Public  Plealth  and  Housing  Acts  in  obtaining  the  conversion 
of  closets  from  the  conservancy  system  to  the  water  carriage  system. 

During  the  year,  sixty-five  pail  closets  and  privy  middens  have 
been  coverted  into  modern  water  flushed  closets  connected  to  cesspools 
which  are  emptied  by  motor  vacuum  cesspool  emptiers. 

Public  Cleansing.  The  Council  undertake  Public  Cleansing  by 
direct  labour  throughout  the  whole  of  the  district  by  modern  vehicles 
garaged  at  premises  belonging  to  the  Council. 

House  Refuse  is  collected  fortnightly  except  in  the  semi-urban 
areas  where  weekly  collections  are  made. 

Unfortunately,  the  average  householder  devotes  but  little  thought 
to  dust  bin  hygiene;  vegetable  refuse,  tea  leaves,  paper  and  cardboard, 
not  forgetting  meat  bones  and  soiled  rags,  are  thrown  into  the  dustbins 
instead  of  cremation  on  the  kitchen  fires. 

Daily  papers,  journals  and  magazines  are  used  in  some  cases  by 
the  housewife  in  furnishing  fuel  for  the  copper  furnaces  on  washing 
days.  If  this  practice  was  general,  less  work  would  be  involved  on 
the  Cleansing  Department. 

Sanitary  dustbins  are  provided  by  the  property  owners  and  the 
bins  are  intended  for  the  storage  of  ashes  and  household  refuse  which 
cannot  be  burned,  i.e.,  broken  crockery,  tins  and  like  refuse. 

The  economical  housewife  purchases  a suitable  riddle  or  sieve 
through  which  the  ashes  and  cinders  are  riddled  and  the  cost  of  same 
is  saved  in  three  weeks  if  regularly  used. 

Coal  is  dear.  Ashes  serve  a more  economical  purpose  on  the 
domestic  fire  than  on  the  Council  s Refuse  Dumps,  which  are  situated 
at  Niplands,  Wooburn,  Naphili,  Princes  Ris'borough  and  Stokenchurch. 

The  method  of  disposal  is  by  “ Controlled  lipping.” 

Cesspool  emptying  services  are  given  by  six  motor  vacuum  cesspool 
emptiers  and  the  sewage  is  disposed  of  on  agricultural  land. 

During  the  year,  16,658  loads  of  sewage  were  removed  and 
disposed  of  as  compared  with  15,538  in  1936,  and  12,478  loads  in  1935. 

The  prolongation  of  Schemes  of  main  drainage  for  the  more 
congested  parts  of  the  district,  coupled  with  the  extended  use  of  piped 
water  supplies,  adds  considerably  to  the  work  of  cesspool  emptying 
and  during  wet  seasons  the  work  is  handicapped  by  the  difficully 
experienced  in  finding  access  to  agricultural  land  suitable  for  the 
disposal  of  the  sewage. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  give  satisfactory  service,  but  to  do  so  it!! 
all  times  is  no  easy  task. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  1937. 


GENERAL. 

Number  of  General  Inspections  and  subsequent  visits, 
193  7,  and  visits  to  houses  previously  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts,  comprising  of  

Inspections  and  visits  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
and  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925, 
and  visits  to  houses  previously  inspected  but 

works  not  completed 

Inspections  and  visits  under  Housing  Act,  1936  (Part 
4),  Overcrowding,  and  inspection  of  houses 
occupied  by  Applicants  for  Council  Houses 

Inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  and  recorded 
during  the  year  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925  

Number  of  interviews  with  Owners  in  respect  of 
Housing  Repairs,  Plans  and  Specifications  for 

re-conditioning  dwelling  houses 

Number  of  visits  to  houses  owned  by  the  Council  re 
Overcrowding  purposes  


No.  I.  No.  2. 

1527  1138 

1168  826 

321  267 

38  45 

220 

245 

1 16 


WORKS  EXECUTED  AS  A RESULT  OF  NOTICES. 


Dwelling 

house  roofs  repairs  

No.  1. 

57 

No.  2. 

38 

•* 

,,  eaves  gutters  repaired  or  provided 

where  missing  

60 

41 

” 

,,  brickwork  to  walls,  chimney  heads, 

etc.,  made  good 

65 

1 7 

,,  woodwork  to  windows  repaired 

68 

21 

,, 

,,  interior  plaster  made  good  

59 

24 

” 

,,  windows  made  to  open  for  purposes 

of  ventilation  

61 

5 

» » 

,,  woodwork  to  stairs,  floors,  etc., 

repaired  

67 

20 

,,  dampness  remedied  

55 

24 

t , 

,,  interior  walls  cleansed  and  redecorated 

5 1 

73 

» 1 

,,  cooking  arrangements,  etc.,  rendered 

serviceable 

34 

1 1 

,,  outbuildings  repaired  

1 7 

2 

Miscellaneous  Works  

12 

94 

Dwelling 

house  drains  cleansed,  ventilated  or  made 
sound  

9 

6 

,, 

,,  new  drainage  system  provided 

60 

28 

» » 

,,  new  cesspools  constructed  ,., 

36 

- — 

No.  1. 

No.  2. 

E.C.'s  or  Privies  converted  to  W.C.'s 

56 

9 

Closets  repaired  

3 

House  sinks  provided 

42 

22 

\ard  pavement  and  drainage  provided  

52 

33 

Sanitary  ashbins  provided 

21 

4 

Manure  accumulation  nuisances  abated  

12 

7 

Animal  nuisances  abated  

4 

3 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Houses 

connected  to  water  mains  

45 

8 

R.W.  Tanks,  cisterns,  etc.,  cleansed  and  repaired 

5 

3 

Wells  c 

eansed  and  repaired  

— 

2 

Samples 

of  water  submitted  for  analysis 

2 

1 

,, 

,,  ,,  bad  

2 

1 

,, 

,,  ,,  good  

— 

— 

FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

No.  1. 

No.  2. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Meat  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  .. 

2236 

2735 

OX,  BULLOCK,  COW— 

Tuberculosis  and  other  diseases 

113  1 

1686 

Visceral,  liver,  heart,  lungs,  viscera 

401 

237 

Other  parts 

23 

47 

PIG— 

Tuberculosis  and  other  diseases 

3081 

479 

Visceral  

104 

243 

MUTTON— 

Carcase  or  portion  of  carcase  

197 

— 

Visceral  

68 1 

43 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES— 

Number  on  Register  

5 

20 

,,  licensed  during  year  

— 

— 

,,  defects  found  

15 

5 

,,  ,,  remedied  

15 

5 

,,  inspections  made  

615 

595 

12 


No. 


No.  2. 


BAKEHOUSES — 


Number  on  Register  

17 

1 7 

,,  defects  found 

6 

— 

,,  ,,  remedied  

6 

— 

,,  inspections  made  

25 

19 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  M1LKSHOPS— 

Number  of  cowkeepers  on  Register 

146 

12  1 

,,  milk  traders,  Wholesale  and  Retail 

45 

38 

,,  ,,  ,,  Wholesale  

37 

63 

,,  ,,  ,,  Retail  

64 

28 

,,  inspections  made  

164 

105 

,,  defects  found 

32 

40 

,,  defects  remedied  

24 

33 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS— 

Number  of  Inspections 

See  Factory 

,,  defects  found 

and  Workshops 

,,  ,,  remedied  

Report. 

VARIOUS— 

Number  of  visits  made  to  infected  houses  ... 

18 

8 

,,  ,,  investigations,  schools,  etc.. 

re 

infectious  cases 

7 

2 

,,  ,,  houses  disinfected  

9 

6 

,,  ,,  ,,  disinfested  

14 

49 

Council  Houses  found  infested 

bugs  

Council  Houses  disinfested 
other  houses  found  disinfested  . . . 
,,  ,,  disinfested  


nth 


5 

5 

44 

44 


BUILDINGS— 

Total  number  of  Plans  submitted  

comprising : 

Plans  for  dwelling  houses 

„ ,,  additions  to  dwelling  houses 

,,  ,,  Factory  buildings  

,,  ,,  other  buildings,  i.e.,  garages,  etc 

,,  „ house  drainage,  etc 

,,  ,,  lay-outs  of  land 


No.  I.  No.  2. 
470 


1 74 

92 

53 

7 

53 

/ 

36 

20 

22 

5 

3 

5 

295 

1 75 

Number  of  Letters,  Approval  and  Building 
Notices  and  Certificates  


1330 


845 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSED  OF  FROM  CESSPOOLS  DURING  THE  YEAR 
ENDED  DECEMBER  31st,  1937. 


Bledlow-cum-Saunderlon 

Bradenham 

Ellesborough  

Medmenham  and  Fawley 

Fingest  

Hambleden 

Hampden  

Hughenden  

Ibstone  

Turville  

Great  and  Little  Kimble 

Lacey  Green  

Longwick-cum-  111  mire 
Chepping  Wycombe  Rural 

Stokenchurch  

Radnage  

Wooburn  

West  Wycombe 

Princes  Risborough 

Marlow,  Great  

Marlow,  Little  


...  365,900  gallons 

19.000 
...  314,750 

58,950 
...  704,790 

...  378,400 

13.000 
...  2,1  16,850 

67,650 

63.000 
...  223,350 

...  254,650 

...  246,550 

...  2,025,450 
...  1,956,900 
...  142,350 

...  2,158,850 
...  572,350 

...  536,550 

...  179,700 

94,850 


Total  ...  12,493,840  gallons 
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SUMMARY  OF  INFORMAL  NOTICES  AND  RESULTS  OF  SAME. 

Article  27  of  the  Sanitary  Officers’  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935, 
and  of  the  Sanitary  Officers’  Order,  1936,  in  relation  to  Inspections, 

Notices,  etc. 


Acts  and  Sections  under  which  Notices  were  served. 

No.  of 
informal 
notices, 

&c. 

letters. 

Complied 

with. 

Not 

complied 

with. 

P.H.A.,  1875,  Sec.  91,  or 

P.H  .A..  1936,  Sec.  92  (1)  (a)  

133 

132 

i 

»»  »» 

„ „ 259  

92  (1)  l>  

7 

7 

P.H. A.,  1875,  Sec.  23,  or 

„ 92  (1)  c 

1!) 

19 

P.H.A.,  1936,  Sec.  39  

88 

86 

2 

,,  >>  ,,  36  ,, 

,,  41-15  

45 

45 

„ 75  

25 

25 

P.H.A.A.A.,  1907,  Sec.  25 

(1),  or  P.1I. A.,  1936,  Sec.  56  

86 

85 

1 

,,  35 

0)  HI  

2 

2 

„ „ 35 

(2)  ,,  ,,  ,.  39  (lh)  

70 

70 

.»  ,,  16 

„ „ „ 39  (Id)  

4 

3 

1 

„ .,  49 

37,  39  

64 

63 

1 

P.H.A.,  1875,  Sec.  62,  or 

P.H.A.,  1936,  See.  138  

66 

66 

P.H.(W.)A.,  1878,  Sec.  8, 

or  P.H.A,  1936,  Sec.  137  

3 

3 

Housing  Acts  and  Regulations  

663 

521 

42 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order, 

1926  

198 

190 

8 

Totals  

1373 

1317 

56 

SUMMARY  OF  STATUTORY  NOTICES  AND  RESULTS  OF  SAME. 


Acts  and  Sections  under  which  Notices  were  served. 


P.H.A.,  1875,  or  P.H.A.,  1986,  Sec.  92  (1)  (a) 

Sec.  259  


Sec.  92  (1)  (b) 
Sec.  92  (1)  (c) 


P.H 

A., 

1875, 

Sec. 

23,  or 

P 

II 

A.,  1936, 

Sec. 

39  . 

36 

Secs 

. 44- 

45  

Sec. 

75  . 

P.H 

A.  A 

.,  1907,  See 

. 25  (1) 

or 

P.H. A., 

1936, 

Sec. 

56  

„ 

35  (1) 

„ 1H  

35  (2) 

> » 

39  (1) 

b ... 

46 

, , 

39  (1) 

d ... 

49 

, , 

37-39 

P.H 

A., 

1875, 

Sec. 

62,  or 

r 

hi 

.A.,  1936 

, See 

138  

P.H 

(W. 

)A„ 

1878, 

Sec.  6, 

or 

P.H. A., 

1936, 

Sec. 

137  .. 

Housing 

Act 

1936 

Sec. 

9 

10  

11  

13  

16  

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926  

Totals 


No.  of 
Notices 

Com- 

plied 

with. 

Work  in 
progress 
at  end 
of  year. 

Notices 

not 

complied 

with. 

37 

... 

34 

i 

2 

... 

23 

19 

4 

72 

59 

13 

9 

5 

3 

141 

117 

8 

15 

Prose- 

cutions. 


1 


1 
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ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

The  infestation  of  dwelling-houses  with  Cimex  Lectularius  is  a 
serious  public  health  matter  which  calls  for  drastic  action. 

The  large  number  of  bug  infested  dwelling-houses  which  have  been 
disinfested  by  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  is  due  to  the 
re-housing  of  tenants  from  houses  which  have  been  dealt  with  under 
the  Housing  Acts. 


I. 


The 


number 


of  Council  Houses 
,,  same  disinfested 


found  to  be  infested 


5=  5 
5 


2. 


other  houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  44  — 44 
same  disinfested  44 


1 otal  ...  49 


Until  the 
areas  the  Bed 


influx  during  recent  years 
Bug  was  seldom  found  in 


of  persons  from  other  outside 
the  Wycombe  Rural  District. 


3.  The  method  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  from  bed 
bugs: — In  cases  where  infestation  is  found,  picture  rails,  skirtings  and 
other  moveable  woodwork  and  floorboards  are  removed,  loose  wall  and 
ceiling  plaster  is  taken  down  to  permit  the  free  access  of  gas  from 
Cimex  ” blocks  to  all  chinks  and  crannies.  One  block  of  “ Cimex 
is  used  for  every  1,000  cubic  feet  capacity  of  the  infested  dwelling, 
and  the  rooms  are  left  sealed  for  a minimum  of  six  hours.  Cimex  as 
a bug  eradicator  has  proved  I 00  per  cent,  effective. 

Zaldecide  is  also  used  to  penetrate  cracks,  etc.,  where  ordinary 
insecticides  cannot  reach  and  has  proved  effectual  in  the  destruction 
of  the  bugs  and  their  eggs. 


4.  Disinfestation  of  tenants’  belongings  before  removal  to  Council 
Houses : — 

The  disinfestation  of  bedding,  furniture  and 
of  tenants  is  carried  out  by  a steam  disinfector,  a 
means  of  ” Cimex  and  ” Zaldecide." 

The  advantages  in  the  use  of  the  above  are  the  lesser  cost  and 
the  fumigation  of  the  dwelling  house  before  demolition,  or  re-letting 
of  the  vacated  premises,  thus  preventing  the  spread  of  infestation  to 
a greater  extent. 


personal  belongings 
nd,  alternatively,  by 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  During  the  Year: — 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub  head 

I ) above  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 


382 

382 


220 

220 


3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation 40 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 103 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without  Service  of 
Formal  Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  


60 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: — 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  23 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  Owners  47 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

( I ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  33 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  Owners  31 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  II  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936: — 

( I ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  24 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936:— 

( 1 ) Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  — 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV.:  Overcrowding; — 


(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year  65 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 65 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 444 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year 10 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year 41 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 256 


(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have 
again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ... 


(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may 
consider  it  desirable  to  report  


Statement  of  Procedure  under  Sections  11  and  13,  Housing  Act,  1936,  during  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1937. 


Itt 


No.  of 

houses  on 

which  a 

decision  was 

postponed 

CO 

No.  of 
houses 
closed 
under 
Section  13. 

No.  of 
persons 
re-housed 
privately 

CO 

o 

No.  of 
persons 
re-housed 
by  the 
Council. 

co  : : w o h • • • • • o w • • 
rH  - . 03  • • • : : oo  co  • • 

104 

No.  of 
persons 
to  be 
displaced 
(including 
those  due  to 
conversion). 

• • 

rH 

No.  on 
which 

undertakings 
have  been 
carried 
out. 

• ; 01  ; ; ; (O  ;H  ;hN  ;H 

I . ....  ■ t— 1 rH 

33 

No.  of 
houses 
demolished 

CO  ; ■ rH  ^ C5  ' 

rH  ...  .... 

fo 

No.  of 

undertakings 
not  to  use 
dwellings 
for  human 
habitation 

were 

accepted. 

05 

No.  on 
which 

undertakings 

for 

Rendering 

fit 

were 

accepted. 

• Ol  • 04  -CO  N M : 

I It  • rH  rH  rH 

No.  on 
which 
Demolition 
Orders 
were  made. 

o 

rH 

No.  of 
houses 
dealt  with. 

•<N  •C'lXHCCiN'-lWCDCCCDH 

It  I rH  r-H  rH 

03 

PARISH. 

Stokenchurch  ... 

Bracienham  

Radnage  

Bledlow-cum- 
Sannderton  ... 
G.  & L.  Kimble... 
Princes  Risboro’. 
Gt.  Marlow  (R.).. 

Fingest 

Ibstone 

Hughenden  

Hambleden  

Wooburn  

C.  Wycombe  (R.) 
Medmenham 
Fawley  

TOTALS  .. 
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FOOD  SUPERVISION. 

Milk  Supplies:  The  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  relative  to  the 
health  and  inspection  of  cattle  and  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925. 

The  milk  produced  in  the  district  is  of  good  quality  and  no 
complaint  from  outside  sources  have  been  received. 

The  cowsheds  and  dairies  have  received  careful  inspection  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  and,  whenever  possible,  visits  have 
been  made  at  the  time  of  milking. 

The  premises  and  cattle  are  generally  clean  and  well  kept,  and 
during  the  year  only  one  serious  contravention  of  the  Order  necessitated 
legal  proceedings. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods:  All  animals  slaughtered  on  licensed  or 
registered  premises  are  killed  by  humane  methods. 

During  the  year,  five  new  licences  were  issued  and  twenty-seven 
licences  were  renewed  for  persons  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

The  slaughter  houses,  meat  shops,  etc.,  were  frequently  inspected 
throughout  the  year.  There  is  no  Public  Slaughter  House. 

The  Cattle  are  generally  insured  and  compensation  is  given  for 
surrendered  food  by  the  Vale  of  Aylesbury  Cattle  Insurance  Society, 

Ltd. 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

In  193  7 there  was  a further  marked  decline  in  the  incidence  of 
diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever. 

During  the  year,  only  four  cases  of  diphtheria  and  fifteen  cases 
of  scarlet  fever  were  notified.  There  was  no  death  among  the  notified 
cases. 

Upo  n reference  to  the  Register  of  Notifiable  Disease,  1 have 
ascertained  that  the  foregoing  number  of  cases  is  the  lowest  recorded 
since  the  year  1914. 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  fifteen  cases  were  scattered  throughout  the  district. 

Nine  were  notified  from  No.  1 District,  and  six  from 
District  No.  2.  Twelve  of  the  I 5 cases  were  removed 
to  Hospital. 

Diphtheria.  Four  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified.  One  in  District 

No  1 and  three  in  District  No.  2.  Of  these  cases,  two 
were  imported  from  areas  outside.  Three  of  the  four 
cases  were  admitted  to  the  Hospital  for  treatment. 

No  cases  of  Enteric  fever  (typhoid  and  paratyphoid),  Cerebro- 
Spi  nal  Fever,  Acute  Poliomyelitis,  Encephalitis  Lethargica  or  Dysentary 
Were  notified. 
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TABLE  I.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS),  193  7. 


Total  cases  Patients  admitted  Total 
Diseases.  notified.  to  Hospital.  Deaths. 

Smallpox  — ...  — ...  — 

Scarlet  Fever  15  ...  12  ...  

Diphtheria  4 ...  3 ...  — 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)  — ...  ...  — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 ...  ...  — 

Pneumonia  7 ...  ...  II 

Erysipelas  2 ...  1 ...  — 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  


TUBERCULOSIS. 

TABLE  2.  NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  YEAR  193  7 


The  following  particulars  relate  to  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  of 
all  deaths  from  the  disease  during  the  past  year. 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory. 

Non-  Respiratory. 

Respiratory 

NonRe-pirntory . 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  and 
upwards 

1 

‘> 

2 

1 

1 

i 

3 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

3 

3 

1 

l 

4 

— 

1 

— 
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RAINFALL,  193  7. 

I am  indebted  to  Professor  Geo.  E.  Cask,  “Hatchmans,"  I lambleden 
and  to  Mr.  James  Woods,  “The  Cottage,"  Hedsor  Park,  Bucks, 
for  the  particulars  of  recorded  rainfall  during  the  year  ended  December 

31st,  1937. 


RAINFALL  RECORDED  AT  HEDSOR. 


RAINFALL  RECORDED 
II  A MBLEDEN. 


a r 


Station  : 170  feet 

above  sea  level. 

Stat  ion 

: 14S  feet  above  sea  level 

MONTH 

Annual 

No.  of 
days  ou 
which 
rain  fell 
with  .01 
or  more 
measti  red. 

Largest 

Rainfall. 

A nnual 

No.  of 
days  on 
which 
ruin  fell 
with  .01 
or  more 
measured. 

Largest 

Rainfall. 

Ha  i ii- 
fall. 

Date  Amount 

Kaiu- 

fall. 

Date 

Amount 

January  

4.11 

20 

22nd  1 .41 

4.54 

23 

20  th 

.18 

Febrnary  

4.82 

21 

7 ib  .75 

5.31 

21 

21st 

65 

March  

3.00 

17 

10th  .54 

3.70 

16 

9th 

.68 

April  

2 93 

14 

2nd  .53 

3.18 

17 

16th 

.60 

May  

3.73 

13 

25th  .95 

3.15 

13 

25th 

.91 

June  

1.59 

11 

18th  .45 

2.03 

1 1 

18th 

.51 

July  

2.33 

10 

19th  .98 

1.36 

1 1 

6th 

.39 

August  

1.71 

4 

1 4th  1.27 

1.28 

5 

14th 

.78 

September  

3.06 

15 

17th  .78 

3.30 

14 

16th 

.70 

October  

2.72 

10 

24th  .67 

2.78 

1 l 

27th 

■72 

November  ...  

1.34 

5 

22nd  .40 

1.58 

8 

30th 

.35 

December  

3.07 

13 

2nd  1 .61 

3.64 

21 

1st 

1.09 

Totals  

34.41 

153 

35.85 

171 

Total  of  wet  days  — 153. 

Rainfall  July  to  December — 14.23. 
Total  Rainfall  during  1936 — 28.50. 
„ „ „ 1935-29.29. 

„ „ „ 1931—23.38. 

1933-20.56. 


Total  of  wet  days — 171. 
Rainfall  July  to  Dec. — 13.94. 


The  rainfall  at  Booker,  510  feet  above  sea  level,  during  the  year 

—35.30. 


The  rainfall  at  Booker,  5 1 0 feet  above  sea  level,  during 


1936—31.78. 


the 


year 
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STATISTICS  PROVIDED  BY  THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL. 


Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates,  Analysis  of 
Mortality,  Maternal  Death  rates  and  Case 
rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the 
year  1937. 


England  and  Wales, 
London,  125  Great 
downs  and  148  Smaller 
Towns. 


(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 


125 

148 

England 

County 

Smaller  Towns 

Boroughs 

(resident  popu- 

and  Great 

lations  25,000  to 

Wales. 

d owns  including 

50,000  at  1931 

London. 

Census). 

Rates  per  1,00 

0 Population.  j 

Births — 

Live  

1 4.9 

1 4.9 

15.3 

Still  

0.60 

0.67 

0.64 

Deaths — 

All  Causes  

12.4 

12.5 

11.9 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

typhoid  fevers  

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Smallpox  

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

Scarlet  fever  

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Whooping  Cough  

0.114 

0.04 

0.03 

Diphtheria  

0.07 

0.08 

0.05 

Influenza  

0.45 

0.39 

0.42 

Violence  

0.54 

0.45 

0.42 

Notifications — 

Smallpox  

0.00 

— 

0.00 

Scarlet  fever  

2.33 

2.56 

2.42 

Diphtheria  

1.49 

1.81 

1.38 

Enteric  fever  

0.05 

0.06 

0.04 

Erysipelas  

0.37 

0.43 

0.34 

Pneumonia  

1.36 

1.58 

1.20 

Rates  pei'  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  1 year  of 

age  

58 

62 

55 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

and  Enteritis  under  2 

years  of  age  

5.8 

7.0 

3.2 

Maternal  Mortality — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

0.07  \ 

Others  

2.26  l 

Not  avail 

able. 

Total  

3.23  1 

Pates  per 

1 

1,000  Total  Births  ( i . e . , Live 

Maternal  Mortality— 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

0.0  4 | 

Others 

2.17 

Not  avail 

able. 

Total  

3.11  j 

Notification  s — 

Puerperal  fever  ...  . 

13.03 

17.50 

11.52 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

London 
Administrative 
County. 


13.3 

0.54 


12.3 

0.00 

0.0 1 
0.01 
0.06 
0.05 
0.38 
0.51 


2.00 

1.93 

0.05 

0.44 

1.18 


60 


12.0 


4.15 

14.34 


*Death  rates  corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution. 
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Birth  and  Death  Rates  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates,  193  7 and  1936. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  AND  WORKPLACES. 

I— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 
WORKPLACES. 

Including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  ... 

8 

2 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 

14 

5 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

(> 

i 

Total 

28 

8 

— 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 

WORKPLACES. 


Particulars. 


(0 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : 


Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

Want  of  ventilation  ... 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances 


Sanitary 

accommodation 


insufficient  ... 
unsuitable  or  defective 
not  separate  for  sexes 


Number  of  defects 


Found. 


(2) 


Remedied. 


(3) 


Referred 
to  M.M . 
Inspector 

(4) 


Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  of 
which  Pros- 
ecutions 
were 

instituted. 

(5) 


Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Acts  : 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake- 
house (s.  iOl) 

Other  offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  out- 
work and  offences  under  the  Sections 
mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  the  Min- 
istry of  Health  (Factories  and  Work-j 
shops  Transfer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921  , 


Total  ...  ...  ...  8 7 


F.  H.  P.  WILLS, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


\ 


